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Introduction and Explanation to Youth 

We are here today to determine whether you and the child welfare agency will enter into 

a Voluntary Placement Agreement (VPA).  A VPA is an agreement between you and the 

child welfare agency that will give the child welfare agency the ability to provide 

placement and care for you immediately.  The VPA can only last for 30 days.  After that 

time, the case goes to court and the judge will decide whether you are eligible to have 

your child welfare/dependency case re-opened.  Under a new law—Act 91- re-opening 

your case is called “resumption of jurisdiction.”  To have the court resume jurisdiction 

of your case you need to meet some eligibility requirements.   

To be eligible for me to re-open your case you need to meet three main 

requirements: 

 First, you  must be under age 21.   

 Second, you must have been a formerly dependent child and the court must have 

ended its jurisdiction of your case at least 90 days before you turned age 18 or 

after you turned age 18.  

 Third, you  must be doing at least one of the following activities: 

 

1. complete secondary education or an equivalent credential; 

2. enroll in an institution which provides post-secondary or vocational 

education: 

3. participate in a program actively designed to promote or remove barriers to 

employment; 

4. be  employed for at least 80 hours per month, or  

5.  you cannot engage in one of the activities listed above because of a medical 

or behavioral health condition 

The goal is to use the 30 days of the VPA for the child welfare agency to work with you to 

establish the requirements for resuming jurisdiction.  If you sign the attached document, 

you will be voluntarily agreeing to be placed by the child welfare agency.  We will now 

be going over the document so you understand what the agency will do during the term of 

the VPA and what will be expected of you.  As we go through this document, it is 

important that you ask any questions that you have so I make sure you understand what 

you agreeing to.   
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Voluntary Placement Agreement for Former Dependent Youth  
 

1. My date of birth is ____________________ and I am under the age of 21. 

 

2. I left foster care or the court ended my dependency either 90 days (or fewer) 

before I turned age 18 or after I turned age 18. To my best recollection, my 

dependency ended on the following date: ____________. 

 

3. I understand that I need to meet certain eligibility requirements for the court to 

resume jurisdiction and re-open my case.  I intend to engage in the following activity 

or activities:  

 

 Completing secondary education or an equivalent credential; 

 Enrolling in an institution that provides post-secondary or 

vocational education;   

 Participating in a program actively designed to promote or remove 

barriers to employment; 

 Maintaining employment for at least 80 hours per month;  

OR 

 I cannot engage in one of the activities listed above because of a 

medical or behavioral health condition 

 
4. By asking that the court resume dependency jurisdiction of my case, I am asking that the 

children and youth agency take responsibility for my placement and care and work with me  

so that I can achieve my permanency and independent/transition goals.   

 

5. During the term of the VPA I agree to work with the agency to meet the eligibility 

requirements for resuming jurisdiction and understand that the agency will work with me to 

remove barriers to establishing eligibility.  

 

6. I have discussed with my caseworker what placement and services I would prefer and think 

would meet my independent living/transition and permanency needs and goals.  If the court 

resumes jurisdiction of my case, I agree to work with the child welfare agency and my team 

to achieve my independent living/transition and permanency goals.     

 

7. It is my understanding that I will be immediately placed in level of care through the name and 

address of placement.  I am agreeing to this placement because it is my intention to request 

that the Northampton County Juvenile Court resume jurisdiction pursuant to 42 Pa.C.S.A. 

Section 6302 “Child”   

 

8. I agree to work with the Agency and the placement provider (if applicable) to establish age 

appropriate goals and expectations for me to remain in placement.     

 

9. I understand that leaving the placement without appropriate explanation or failure to follow 

the rules and expectations developed with my input may be deemed a violation of this 

agreement and  may terminate the placement.    I understand that the child welfare agency, 

the provider and my team will be willing to work with me and discuss issues and problems 

that I am having with meeting the rules or expectations so that I can get help if I need it.  

 

10. I have an opportunity to talk with my caseworker or agency representative about this 

agreement and ask any questions that I have.  
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11. I have had sufficient time to consider the voluntary placement agreement and get any 

questions I have about it answered before signing it. 

 

12. I understand that I may consult with legal counsel and others in regard to the voluntary 

placement agreement. 

 

 

13. I have not had any drugs, alcohol or medication in the last twenty-four hours which is 

affecting my ability to understand and agree to the placement. 

 

14. I understand that this agreement is not a Court Order but its purpose is to show that my 

placement was agreed to voluntarily  

 

15. I understand that I have the right to refuse the voluntary placement. 

 

 

16. I understand that the voluntary placement shall not exceed thirty days. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

___________             

Name of Youth                             Name of Caseworker 

 

 

Date of Agreement 


